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1. The "Mina Goben,® Bulgarists malc uranium mine, is located approximately eight kilo-
meters north of Bukkovo vwillage; on the summit of Goten Pesgk of the Stara Planira
mountein chair. Although its foll name is "Mina Goben," it is most often referred 25X1
to a3 bhe Buklovo Uranium Mice besause of its proximity to Bukhovo village. (See

Appendix, based o2 a drawing showing the location of the
miney the warious shafts, and mine bu: Se 25X

2. From October 1947 to February 19L9, the mine consisted of four shafbs which have
been in operation since 1946 when the working of the mine was taken over by the
Soviets. These four shafbs, known as "Chinilov Kamfik,® "Chetwilirta Yuzhna," "Peta
Yuzhna and "Treta Shtolna,"L are both horizontal and vertical shafts 3 that is, all
four' are hordizontal. shafts of various lengths apd have numercus branch galleries,
two of whizh end in rectangular urderground chambers three meters by four mebters in
size wud!: have vertical shafts. | | whether or not new veins 25X1
of uranium ore have besn disccovered or whether new shafts have been cpened abt this
site since February 194§, Details of the four shafis are ap followss
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c. "Peta Yuzhma", a single herizontal shaft approximately 1,500 meters long, two
meters wide,.and l.6 meters highs

N A0

lo5lmi 1 horizontal shaft

(e

' eta Yuzhna'
entrance_gm-”

Method of Mining

3. All ore and waste mined in any of the horizontal shafts or galleries is loaded into
2=-man handcarts, capacity 300 kiles, which run on rains and are trundled to the
shaft entrances for sorting. The ore from the bottom of the vertical shaft in the
"Treta Shtolna® Shaft is raised in buckets of 60 kilo capacity by means of a motor-
driven pullgy, while the ore from the bottom of the vertical shaft in the "Chinilov
Kamik? Shaft is raised by means of a hand-operated winche

e After the ore has been sorted ab the shaft entrances, it is placed in wooden troughs
of 15 hon eapacity and leadad on trucks for transfer to the ore dressing plant.

5. Except for a building measuring 10 by 6~7 by L5 meters, located on the northern side
of the ore dressing plant and used as a storage space for ore, there are no stock-
piles of ore azb the mine.

Equipment Used

6. Pneumatic hammers (vizdifshni chukovi) and pneumatic "pistols" (vizdishni pistoleti),
which use compressed air supplied by three air compressors located in a building
eagt of the "Treta Shtolna" shaft entrance (see Noe 5 of Appendix), are used in addi-
tion to pick-axes and shovels. The ¥pistols" are used for drilling holes one to two
meters deep in the face of the rock for the insertion of dynamite for blasting. The

dynantijpe is stored in an underground storage area to the west of the "Peta Yuzhna"
shaft (exact losation unknown).

7. Electricity used by the mine is supplied from Sofia by way of Bukhovo village.

8. The compressed air is piped into the various shafts through metal pipes which are
13 to 15 centimeters in dismeber. Within the shafts, the pipes are seven to eight
centimeters in diamster.

25X1
end thé mammer inwhich |
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a. An instrument known as a "Kamara,® 50 of which are used at the mine; this in-
strument is allegedly used to detect the presence of uranium and is employed
as follows: The end of the tube is placed in the ground and air is drawn into
the box by means of a pumpj the air is then examined by persomnel of the mine
administration located in Bukhovo villages|

- af’:%%
flexible fle:rcible
pipe pipe

25X1

be An instrument for determining the density of uranium ore, equipped with a dial
which indicates the density of the ore in any given areas carried on the backs
of miner:

25X1

cag:r:ying aluminum
straps Flexible pipe cylinder

Sees SN SO

¢. An instrument known as a "Gamba," which is used for grading the ore, located
at the entramce to each gallery: the globe of the instrument, which is made of
green-painted tin, is placed dirsetly on the ore and a dial graded from 1 to 20
can be observed through “he observation hole projection| \
how many grades of ore ars at the mine or the manner in which the "Gamba" in-
gbrument iz used for cliassifying the ores

25X1

cbservation
piece

Properties of the Qre

10. 14 d under lamo light, the ore appears to be "yew green” ‘ 25X1
25X1

1l. The ore is brittle and crumbles into pieces aboub the size of grains of rice.

Production and Ressarch

12. The ore is separated inte three grades. Approximately cne-third of the ore is in
the first grade and the remainder is designated as second and third grade ore | 25x1

25X1

13. Thirty 3-ton trucks are used to transport approximately 540 tons of ore daily to
the dressing plant (see No. 13 of Appendix).

1lhe Approximately 12 to 15 tons of waste are removed from the shafts in every 8~hour
shift.
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In February 1952‘ two Trudovak soldiers, Dimitir Georgiev 25X1
Stoimenov and Pe edelkov Kristev who were assigned to the Goten Mine, that

shafts had been sunk at Seslavisi village (N L2-47, E 23-31) and at Kremikovtsi
village (N 42-47, E 23=30) and that a geological research commission was searching
for uranium on the "Mirgash" hills of the Stara Planina.”

Regidents of the surrounding villages ars not encouraged to do independent prospect-
ing.

Disposition of the Cre

The ore is taken from the mine %o the dressing plant. 25X1
\ |it is washed with sulfuric acid, 25X1

The ore is then taken by truck to the Yana railroad station and sent under Militia
guard to Varna. | |the ore is sent to the 25X1
Soviet Union from Varna. :

Security Meagsures at the Mine

Only mine employees are permitted within 500 meters of the miné area. .

There are four Militia posts in the mine area in addition te the post at each

shaft entrance (see Appendix for the locations of three of these posts 25X1
\ | Each 25X1
watel 1s Tour hours Long, and oune Militia man is on doty at each post. The guards

are armed with 7.62 millimeter "Shpagen" submachine guns.

Workers may enter the mine ares only after passing the Militia post shown as Noe. 10
in the Appendix. They are searched bv two Militia men and must show their entrance
passes; no mechanical searching deviees are usede.

The entrance passes are cards of the folding type, similar to identity cards. "En-
trance card® (Proplisk) is written on the outside flap and the bearer's name and
photograph are on the inside flapa.

Workers are permitted to enter and leave the mine area at wille
Militia men are stationed om each side of the dressing plant enclosure.
Personnel

Approximately 30 Soviets are employed in the administration section of the minej
the only non-Soviet administrative employee is the cashier.

Approximately 120 Soviet soldiers are at the mine; they are attached to the research
section and are engaged in drilling for new ore veins.

The employed personnel at the mive tobals about 800. In addition, there are approxi-
mately 40O Trudovaks, 50 of whish are miners, and the rest of which work on the sur-
face and at the dressing plant,

Approximately LOO civilian miners, ranging from 16 to L0 years of age, are employed
at the mine; there are nc women or prison laborers. Approxim tely 20 men work in
the blacksmith and lathe shop, four or five men work on the air compressor machines ’
and nine men are engaged in sorting the ore. There is one master miner for each
two regular miners.

‘ employees at the mines 25X1
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Milev (fuu), technician at the "Chinilov Kamifk® shaft;

Yordan (1lru). Militia man at the minel 25X1

Dimitir Ivanov Todorov, miner since 1946 and still at the mine as nf Tehwmis
ﬁ25x1

1952

|Communist Party

TEMDaTg

Damyam Georgiev Angelov, miner since 1916 and still at the mine as
1952

25X1

Jjoined Communist
Party after 190 25X1

Stefan Khristov, miner, still at the mine as of Februarv l‘?Sﬂ*

__Communist Party

member prior to 1943 and

still at the mine as of Februa

Grigor Lazarov Mitrov, miner

$
L{md the Communist Party after IVl \\

25X1

Persomnel Expansion and Turnover

The labor foree is relatively stable. Dismissals oceur only when a worker is found

to

have been an anti-Communisth.

"Some" workers leave volunburily because the conditions within the mine affect their
health. Workers whe have baen empleyed three or four years underground are assigned
surface jobs,

In February 1952

11 residents of Potop village were ﬁork:ing25X1

at the mine, whereas there were oxly feur iv 1949.

Hourg and Wages

T heere are three 8-hour shifts per day in the shafts. Surface employees work from
8300 @oio t& L300 pome The only relidays celebrated are 9 September and 1 May.

25X1
./ the mine manager receives 250,000 leva (old

currency) per month and engineers and technicians receive from 80,000 to 100,000
leva (old currency) per montlh.

Surface workers receive the following wages (old currency) per day:

Ao
bO

Co

Master workmen, 800 lewss
Jowrneymen, 300 levay and

Apprentices, 250 leva.

Chief foremen in the shafts reseive 800 leva and foremen receive 500 leva. Miners

can choose betwesn the followd

e

ing scheduless
Daily wage of 400 levas or
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b. Sub-contract for 70,000 to 80,000 leva a mon‘bh35 there is a standard schedule,
based on shaft size, usually 2 by 1.6 meters s and the hardness of the ground;
20 cubic meters of soft scil equated with 8-10 meters of hard soil per days
subcontractors repay from their earnings for incompleted quotas.

the current wages are 20 leva 25X1

per day (new currency) for underground work and 15 leva per day (new currency) for
surface work,

Housing

The Soviet employees reside in private homes in Sofia. All of these employees,
except the manager who has a private car » are transported to and from the mine by
a private bug.

A brick dormitory which houses L0 miners is located 30 meters north of the admini-
stration offices in Bukhovo village (see No, 18 of Appendix for location)., Other
miners live with their families in rented rooms in Bukhovo.

Trucks go daily o Zhelyavo (N L2-L45, E 23-36), Eleshnitsa (N L2-lh, E 23-37),

Potop (N L2-Lhi, E 23-38), and Chirek (N L2-li6, B 23<L3) to pilck-upowoikers who live
in these ¥41lages. These are usually natives of the villages who have been recruited
for work in the mines.

The Trudovaks agsigned to the mine are billebed at the monastery (see No. 15 of
Appendix for location).

Special Services

‘There is a canteen for workers who 1ive in the dormitory in Bukhovo. These resi-

dents are served tea or scup in the mowvding and two dishes at noon and in the evening.
The cost of the food is dedusted from the wages of the workers,

The Soviet persomnel is fed separately from the Bulgarian persommel.
Workers are allowed one kilegram of bread a day, 1.5 kilograms of "Balkan" cheese,

one kilogram of sugar, one ki lpgram of sunflower oil; one kilogram of rice, and 300
grams of red pepper per mond

s

°

Miners are issued a linen jackst, linen trousers s and rubber boots about once every
six months. In winter, workers are given coarse cotton jackets, trousers » and caps,
These clothes are not left at the mine when the worker is off duty. There is no
chemical processing of the olothing at the mine.

There are no resreationsl and shopping facilities at the mine. 22?:]]
‘ & movie house is to be built in Bukhovo village. 2
Health Facilities
An infirmary of unknown size is loested in Bukhovo and is for the use of the miners.
The persomnel at the infirmary consists of two doctors and two nurses.
Miners are given a regular physical examination only when they begin their period
of employment at the mines.,
Tuberculosis is the most frequent illness of the miners and is "a result of the
heat and use of dynamite in the shafts,." Many of the workers faint daily.
25X1
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Miscellaneous
25X1
51, ,
| |one cave-in occurred in which a Trudovak was killed.
52. M Their wages are higher
nose ol workers in "other types of mines."
1. *Cozmnen‘bs Insofar as could be ascertained, the word "Shtolna® is ne‘ithj’
a Bulgarian nor a Russian word., | 25X1
The titles "Chetvirta

Iuzmna," "Peta Yuzlma," and "Treta Shtolna" refer to the "Fourth Southern,"
"Fifth Southern,” and "Third ShtolnaM shafts respectively.

what, happened to the "First Southern," "Second Southern,»

"Third Southern,® WFirst Shtolna," or "Second Shtolnah shaftse

25X1

26 Comment Somé of the instruments employed at the mine, although used
ally, are evidently far too technical in nature [ the
exact use to which they are put or the precise manner in which they are ised. 25X1
*3, Comments These figures are out of proportion] -
It is possible that these figures apply to the
\TI a group or teanm.
Lo Comment: At the time of observation, October 1947 to February 1949, food
rationing was in existence.
25X1

LEGEND TO APPENDIX

le "Chinilov Kamuk" shaft.
2. "Chetviirta Yuzhna® shaft.,

3. M"Peta Yuzhna® shaft.

e M"Treta Shtolna® shaft.

5. Building which houses the COMPressors.

6. Dining hall and kitchen.

7. ‘Lathe and locksmith shope

8. Planing shop.

9 Dormitory for Militia men.

10. Control entrance gate,

ll. Garage.

12, Mine administration building.

13. Ore dressing plant,

1. Ore storage depot.

150 Monastery.

16. Ore dressing plant chimney.

17. Clothing and equipment depot .

18. Dormibory (located in Bukhovo village but not shown on sketch).
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"Mina Goten" N
“Uraniwn Mine

near Bukhovo
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Date: 1947-1949
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